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The Pentagon s pubhc dxsclo:ures about. “Stealth” :

'alrc;a.ft, planes designed to be mvlsxble to enemy -
radar “have’ deve‘loped mto a polmca
Carter'admxmstratxon

Tbe immediate question” 1s'whether Defense Sec-..:
retary Harold Brown and other administration exec-"

utives'disclosed: sensitive-information: about. Stealth

to-'help: defend President Carter: against- charges -
that he has allowed the natmn s defenses—to deterxo— -
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" RépsRobin Beard (RTenn.), who has . “batided

Brown .on- other defense-issues-over the last few:
years; told the Flouse.yesterday.that the defense
secretary.is. scheduled to appear before the House-
Armed Services investigations. subcommittee Thurs-.
daytolanswer questions about Stealth revelations,. =
- Béard called the- Pentagon’s: Stealth’ disclosures’

an'trresponsmle ‘compromise: of one of our most -
-sensitive: projects.-I shall demand cnmmal prosecu- ’
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" Beard’s< denuncnatxons camé» after Bemamln

‘Schemmer; editor; of the privately owned magazine
-Armed. Forces Journal, testified under oath Wednes-,,
daydthat the disclosures to him and others about -
Stealth appeared to him tfo be “a directed léak for
‘political purposes, because I can think of no reason
why-this story should be made known at this time.” ~
. During the course of that hearing, Adm. Daniel J.
Murphy, a Pentagon intelligence executive, told the
subcommittee that William J.-Perry, Pentagon re.
-search director, had . given Schemmer a limited
.amount of information about Stealth,
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‘Perry elaborated on his disclosures in statement

.1ssued yesterday by the Pentagon. "%/

> 7%The decision to declassify some arts of thls tech~

.nology was .driven: by a number of:leaks. in- the

. media }:J 33 said Perry’s statement “On 11:‘August,

Aviation Week and .Space Technology.: mentioned |
‘the.:2 advanced technology Stealth:-bomber:;On- 14 |
August;.a. Washmgton Post - artlcle 1iate went into-.
~greater . .description of this technolo gy, Alao on. 14
Audust there .was a' mentlon. of thls«procram on
‘VABC TV, mews.”. ki

Thqse dlsclosures, ‘Perry, sald forced the penta-
gon, {0, admit the existencé of the Stealth program
anaéogdeclas' ify a hrmted amount"of mformation
'abonbit_ »"gz . gl # Fp JI ..,):. 3. R »_*— .4-1-_h.4:

- But Perry said he felt he should offer to answer
‘someSof.. Schemmer’s: questions-. about. Stealth- be- .
catsedat the Pentagon’s: request,”the-magazine edi- -

tor- at;:the ‘Pentagons’ request.in 1978 had:withheld

_puhheatim of .an, article conta.tmng information. ,
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THE WASHINGTON POST
29 August 1980

R

r——

FERY RSP U} IS ST DSCPCIRIE 4 T h

Denying he’ pushed to get the story printed, Petry
'said:’“T did not encourage Mr: Schammer to publish .
the. story In fact, at one point I said that I would
prefer not to see the story pubhshed but thatI did
believe that Mr. Schemmer was entitled to first pub-
lication: becau;e of his - prz’ev’ous ao"reemen’c to
ltthld " e --.-\, s .‘.rr.. cafe - WO SR
v Pertyfsaxd he requested - Schemmer to hold the
Stgalth article until Aug. 21, the day before Brown:
wasttoshold- a press: conference confirming the ear--
lier?*stories -.that the Pentadon was _ developm¢~
Stealth au‘craft
. .?B an and_ Perry sald at ‘the —\ud 22 Pentavon _
-pres§ conference that the leaks had made it untena- _
ble: 210" deny that the Pentagon was indeed pursuing i
Stealth aircraft under a hitherto secret program.
Although the Pentagon executives ‘did- not men->4
tion it, the decision to confirm Stealth in-a high.pro-
fill televnsed Pentagon press conference uLelectzon
)eary‘lQBO came after igooring much earher‘ men-
txons of Stealth in the techmcal press. . - - .
-Back ‘on July-23,.1976, for example, the~ trade
newsletter “Aerospace Daily” wrote about the tech-
mc;al objectwea of the Stealth program then getting
underway The goal-is to reduce aireraft.visihility- 8
: ' dptical; acousfxc and ra(%aft sxvnaéurgs —-}throuvh |
ogy,” the newsletter sai :
ne;/léggha‘oeln ythe Pentagon-has actually. built four
test.Stealth aircraft ‘and - flown- them. at:Nellis -m-‘
Force Base outside Las Vegas. Brown said last week
that the technology for making aircraft virtually'io-
visible to radar has beezzo proved out and would end
ny new U.S. bomber: .--~- S
up’l?l‘?eabli trick is to keep-the enemy’s radar beams
from .bouncing from the plane to the sending .an--
tgnna. on the ground, thus forming- an" image on
thg,.:;adar ‘scope. The image loc§tes the plane for
tgosa trying to-shoot it down.. -

"Same specialists working on the Stealth program
téld' The Post that they were astonished that Brown |
- and-Perry: would lift the tight secrecy lid and con-
flrm for: the Soviets that the technology was firmly
in: ha,nd. One-such specialist,- in-registering his dis-
* gnay ‘said’ the: Saviets ‘assume’ that much of what 1si
prmted ‘about such projects ist planted by the U.Ss.
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